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Pinnacles Partnership, in 
conjunction with the Arts 
Council and Galeria 
Tonantzin, sponsored a Pin-
nacles National Monument 
Centennial Art Show last 
fall at the Galeria.  The 
show exhibited nine local 
artists who produced their 
artwork in, or because of 
visits to, the Pinnacles: 
Steve Borelli, Gavin 
Emmons, Bev Hannigan, 
Deborah Gansberger, Gayle 
Sleznick, Sylvia Nichols, 
Louise Roy, Patsy Zuniga, 
and Linda Bjornson pro-
vided a variety of visual art 

for the show. The condor 
stain glass created by Linda 
during her Artist-in-
Residency program at Pin-
nacles National Monument 
was also on display.  

San Juanʹs Basque Restau-
rant, Matxain Etxea, do-
nated food for the artists’ 
reception. Installation and 
implementation of the 
show was coordinated by 
Pinnacles Partnership 
founding board member 
Jennifer Coile, Ranger Mi-
chael Rupp, and Gayle 
Sleznick, with invaluable 
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Items of Interest 
• Hollister Art League has 

2009 calendars for sale–
Treasures of San Benito 
County. The calendar is 
dedicated to Faye Ken-
nedy and costs $15. They 
are available at Galeria 
Tonantzin, Country Rose 
Gallery & Art, or by calling 
831.637.6062. 

• Space is still available in 
Alyson Stanfield’s work-
shop, I’d Rather Be in the 
Studio [But I Have to Eat]. 
Save $30 and register by 
January 15, 2009. Get 
more information on our 
website. 

• Deadline to register for 
Open Studios has been 
extended to January 23, 
2009. Applications are 
available on line or by 
calling 831.636.2787. 

San Benito County Arts Council 
To Promote, Assist, and Provide Access to the Arts in San Benito County 

www.sanbenitoarts.org 

The Arts Council was sur-
prised with a second SLPP 
(State and Local Partner-
ship) grant awarded by the 
California Arts Council and 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts in the amount 
of $14,540.  

Funding was based on 
panel comments generated 
from the first grant cycle–
the Arts Council is really 
off to a great start with such 
positive feedback. 

A budget has been pre-
pared for the funds and as 
in the past, a large portion 
will be used for operating 
costs. 

The Regranting Program 
will receive a 50% increase 
over last year–now the Arts 
Council will be able to in-
vest $3000 in local Arts. 

Funds will also be used for 
a Summer Concert Series 
on the parking garage, al-

ways a favorite activity in 
the past, free music engage-
ments for the public. 

Lastly, the Student Film 
Festival planned for May 
30, 2009 will receive a 
boost. Students in grades 5–
12 and students attending 
Gavilan Community Col-
lege will be able to partici-
pate in this event, and are 
already busy working on 
their projects.  

Council receives major funding 

support from Janet Marti-
nez and Dr. Jennifer Colby 
of Galeria Tonantzin.  



A R T  E X P O S E D  P A G E  2  

those wishing to enhance their lives. 
She has taught art processes for over 
30 years, for ages nine to 80, and she is 
now very involved with a local Art 
Salon group, encouraging local artists 
to get out of their studio. 

Darlene began her formal training as 
an artist at the age of eleven, and ob-
tained a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
with Honors from Brooks Institute, 
School of Fine Art. Her studio is nes-
tled in the pastoral mission town of 
San Juan Bautista, California. You can 
view her work and services at 
www.darleneboyd.com.  

Darlene Boyd is a sculptor, who also 
enjoys painting and drawing. She is 
not tied to any particular medium 
and thrives in experimenting and 
blending many materials. She is in-
terested in forms, surfaces, visual 
metaphors and the emotional re-
sponses that her art work evokes.  
Darlene particularly enjoys teaching 
art and using these processes both as 
forms of self-expression and as a 
means to emotional healing.    

Currently Ms. Boyd is offering “in 
home” art lessons, to inspire the ex-
pression of personal passions for 

Meet the artist–DARLENE BOYD 
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Art at the Pinnacles 

Pinnacles National Monu-
ment just announced a new 
Artist In Residence opportu-
nity to take place in April of 
2009.  The dates are flexible, 
but the residency will be 
two weeks long. Artists of all 
experience levels are wel-
come to apply. The applica-
tion is available on their 
website, www.nps.gov/pinn 
and more information is 
available by calling Ranger 
Michael Rupp at 
831.389.4486 x 243. 

Community Events 

• Jan 17, Art 101 Exhibition 
Artists Reception 
SBHS Students 
12 to 2 pm 
Blak Sage Gallery 
727 San Benito Street 

• Jan 23, Cerra Vista Family Art 
Night, 6 to 8 pm 
636-7270 

• Jan 25, Art Salon Group Meets 
1:30 pm 
RSVP 623-2750 

• Feb 7–8, Marketing Workshop 
Ridgemark Tennis Club 

• Apr 4–18, Quilt Exhibit 
Blak Sage Gallery 
Free Admission 
727 San Benito Street 
Hollister 

• Apr 4–18, Charming Chairs 
Silent Auction 
Downtown Hollister 

• Apr 4, SBC Open Studios 
Artists Reception 

• Apr 25–26, SBC Open Studios 
Free Admission 
Listing of studios and map will 
be available on line soon at 
sanbenitoarts.org 

Hills of San Juan Bautista by Darlene Boyd 



tional details. Donor incentives in-
clude many exciting prizes awarded 
through random drawings of com-
pleted pledge forms throughout the 
pledging season. 

In addition to prizes pro-
vided by the Monterey Pen-
insula Foundation, the Arts 
Council is also giving away 
a weekday foursome includ-
ing carts provided by San 
Juan Oaks Golf Club and an 
autographed Monkies Made 
of Sockies Headcover pro-

vided by Artist, Shannon Grissom. 

Pledge forms are available at the Arts 
Council office or from any one of our 
Directors. Make your pledge today 
and help support the arts in San 
Benito County.  

The San Benito County Arts Council 
is registered for the 2009 Birdies for 
Charity® program, a successful fund-
raising program conducted in associa-
tion with the AT&T Pebble Beach Na-
tional Pro-Am, February 9-15. 

The program will run 
through February 28th, al-
lowing the Arts Council to 
solicit monetary pledges 
from supporters of the arts, 
based on the number of 
birdies scored by PGA 
TOUR professionals during 
the tournament. 

Anyone may fill out a pledge form 
and pledge one cent or more per 
birdie or pledge a flat-rate to partici-
pate in the program. Interested do-
nors should contact the Arts Council 
or visit www.attpbgolf.com for addi-
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Birdies Equal $$$ for local arts 

Linda Bjornson, president of the Aro-
mas Hills Artisans has announced 
that their non-profit 501(c)3 status has 
been confirmed by the Secretary of 
State, retroactive to May 1, 2008.  

This is exciting news–for the past 
eight years, this energetic group has 
been working hard to inspire and 
celebrate art through fellowship and 
events that enrich, support, and edu-
cate its members as well as the com-
munity. Now they will have the 
added benefit of tax deductible dona-
tions, and their goals should become a 
little easier. 

The Aromas Hills Artisans meet from 
7 to 9 pm, on the first Wednesday of 
each month, at the Aromas Grange. 
New members are always welcome.  

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  1  

501(C)3 Status 
Achieved 

Board of Directors 
César E. Flores–Performing 
Arts 
President  

Gayle Sleznick–Visual Arts 
Vice President 

Vicki Morris–Visual Arts 
Treasurer 

Marla Pleyte–Attorney 
Secretary 

Sylvia González–Performing 
Arts 

Mike Grace–CPA 

Ty Holmquist–Gallery Owner 

Janet Martinez–Visual Arts 

Kathleen Sheridan–Visual 
Arts 

Sharlene Van Rooy–Visual 
Arts 
Executive Director 

www.sanbenitoarts.org 

Many residents in 
the community 
only knew Shirley 
Sergent as a 
pianist–serious and 
focused on playing 
and singing with perfection. Those 
that knew her best also appreciated 
her lighter side–always upbeat, 
cheerful, and quick to laugh. 

For the past ten years, Shirley was on 
the Board of Directors with the San 
Benito Stage Company, the last three 
years as President. Most recently she 
had a major acting-only role in The 
Man Who Came to Dinner–Shirley had 
many talents and enjoyed them all. 

Shirley will never stop singing in our 
hearts.  

She Is 
missed 

Shirley Sergent 
1930-2008 
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The Hollister Downtown Association 
is looking for artists who would like 
to paint a chair for the upcoming 2nd 
Annual Charming Chairs event to be 
held April 4-18, 2009. 

Chairs are painted by artists and then 
submitted for a silent auction that 
takes place on the sidewalk in front of 
participating businesses in downtown 
Hollister. Last year the event raised 
$3000 and the HDA is hoping to raise 
even more this year. 

A few chairs will be available for art-
ists, or an artist may choose their own 
chair to compliment an original inspi-
ration. Artists last year had a great 
time painting something other than a 
canvas; a unique experience that’s 

Call for artists–Paint a Chair 

We’re on the web!  
sanbenitoarts.org 

 

Supporters of the Arts 

DMB—El Rancho  
San Benito 

Hollister Free Lance 
KUSP 88.9 

Lombardo & Gilles 
Milgard Windows 

Pietra Santa Winery 
The Pinnacle 

Raisch Products 
San Benito Bank 

San Juan Oaks Golf Club 

Arts Council Members 

The Art Experience 
Bernadine Belaski-McGee 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Del Piero 

Mike Grace 
Shannon Grissom 

Janet Martinez 
Vicki Morris 

Sylvia Nichols 
Marla Pleyte 

John Robrock &  
Jennifer Coile 

San Benito Street 
Studio Art Academy 
Kathleen Sheridan 

Gayle Sleznick 
Geri A. Dunn 

Applications are available  
on our website at  

www.sanbenitoarts.org 
 

 

sure to get your creative juices flow-
ing. Remember, the sky is the limit; 
just contact the HDA office at 
831.636.8406 and let them know you 
would like to paint a chair. 

All proceeds will go to the Downtown 
Endowment Fund and are tax de-
ductible. The HDA has established an 
initial goal of 
$10,000 to help 
revitalize 
downtown as 
the hub of so-
cial and eco-
nomic activity 
in our commu-
nity. These 
funds are good 
for ever.  

 


